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WE HAVE BEEN SAYING FOR YEARS THE TAXPAYER RELIEF ACT IS A SHAM. THE SLOTS FOR
TOTS LAW WAS SUPPOSED TO DELIVER SCHOOL PROPERTY TAX RELIEF. A NEW AUDIT

RELEASED BY AUDITOR GENERAL JACK WAGNER FINDS HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF PA.
HOMEOWNERS HAVE NOT RECEIVED PROPERTY TAX REDUCTIONS THEY ARE ENTITLED TO.

STATE LAW SAYS 55% OF CASINO SLOTS REVENUE ARE TO BE RETURNED TO THE STATE WITH
ONLY 34% GOING FOR PROPERTY TAX RELIEF. 12% IS EARMARKED FOR PA.'S HORSE RACE
DEVELOPMENT FUND. 5% GOES TO THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & TOURISM FUND. 4% IS
DIVIDED UP AMONG LOCAL & COUNTY GOVERNMENTS. 12 OF THE 14 SLOTS LICENSES WERE
AWARDED BY JANUARY. ONLY 9 OF THE 12 ARE OPEN & OPERATING.

WAGNER'S 62 PAGE REPORT IS TITLED "PA. HOMEOWNERS NEED MORE HELP & LESS HYPE".
IT'S THE RESULT OF A 1 YEAR REVIEW OF PUBLIC DOCUMENTS, NEWSPAPER ACCOUNTS,
INTERVIEWS & REVIEW ODF THE LAW. THE REPORT IS EMBARRASSING TO LAME DUCK
GOVERNOR ED RENDELL & THE STATE REPS & SENATORS WHO VOTED FOR THE LAW. EVEN
THOUGH SOME LAWMAKERS PUBLICLY SAY THE '04 SLOTS FOR TOTS LAW WAS FLAWED &
NEEDED REFINING THEY DID NOTHING. AND HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF PROPERTY
OWNERS STILL HAVE NOT RECEIVED SCHOOL TAX REDUCTIONS THEY DESERVE.

WAGNER'S AUDIT BLAMES LAWMAKERS FOR CREATING A COMPLICATED, FRAGMENTED, &
CUMBERSOME APPLICATION PROCESS THAT DISCOURAGES PARTICIPATION. DURING INTER-
VIEWS SOME HOMEOWNERS SAY THEY NEVER RECEIVED AN APPLICATION. OTHERS WERE
CONFUSED WITH TERMS LIKE "HOMESTEAD" & "FARMSTEAD". 1 COUPLE SAYS THEY THREW
OUT THE APPLICATION BECAUSE OF THE FINE PRINT. MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT INCOME, AGE,
THE SIZE & VALUE OF HOMES WERE NOTED. 1 PERSON SAID "LEAVE IT TO GOVERNMENT TO
MAKE SOMETHING HARD". WAGNER WOULD LIKE TO SEE THIS YEAR'S APPLICATION DEADLINE
EXTENDED FROM MARCH 1ST TO APRIL 15TH.

ANOTHER POINT OF CONFUSION: PROPERTY TAX RELIEF DOES NOT COME IN THE FORM OF A
CHECK. IT'S A CREDIT ON YOUR SCHOOL PROPERTY TAX BILL. LOOK AT YOUR SCHOOL
PROPERTY TAX BILL. IF YOU DON'T SEE A TAX CREDIT--YOU'RE AMONG THE HUNDREDS OF
THOUSANDS LOSING OUT. THE AVERAGE PROPERTY TAX REBATE LAST YEAR WAS $189.
ADDING TO THE CONFUSION IS THE STATE'S WEBSITE ON TAX RELIEF. WAGNER SAYS IT'S
INADEQUATE & DOES NOT PROVIDE INFO ABOUT ELEIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS OR EVEN
HOW TO APPLY.

WAGNER'S AUDIT ALSO BLASTED THE RENDELL ADMINISTRATION & GAMING BOARD FOR
OVERSTATING THE AMOUNT OF MONEY GIVEN TO PROPERTY OWNERS BY $400 MILLION.
STATE HACKS GAVE A FIGURE OF $2.1 BILLION. IT WAS ACTUALLY $1.7 BILLION. WAGNER
SAYS IT'S UNACCEPTABLE FOR THE GOVERNMENT TO EXAGGERATE A PROGRAM BY 20%



TO MAKE IT SOUND BETTER THAN IT IS. WAGNER SAYS THE STATE HAS CORRECTED THEIR
FIGURES.

WAGNER POINTS TO A LACK OF GOVERNMENT OVERSIGHT OF THE PROGRAM. BECAUSE
PROPERTY TAX REDUCTION MONEY IS SENT TO COUNTIES, NO SINGLE STATE AGENCY IS IN
CHARGE OF THE PROGRAM. HE'D LIKE TO SEE THE REVENUE DEPARTMENT DO THAT JOB.

GOT QUESTIONS ABOUT PROPERTY TAX RELIEF, JACK WAGNER HAS A PLACE FOR YOU TO
LOOK ON THE INTERNET: www.auditorgen.state.pa.us. THERE IS ALSO A TOLL-FREE PHONE
NUMBER TO CALL 1-800-922-8477.

IT'S TIME LAWMAKERS REVAMP THE SLOTS FOR TOTS LAW BEFORE TABLE GAMES START
SUCKING MONEY AWAY FROM THE SLOT MACHINES. START WITH THE ELIMINATION OF THE
12% HORSE RACING FUND & 5% ECONOMIC & TOURISM FUND. EARMARK THAT MONEY FOR
PROPERTY TAX RELIEF. REMEMBER, WHEN YOU GO TO THE CASINOS TO PLAY THE SLOTS--
SOME OF YOUR LOSSES WILL GO TO SOME PROPERTY TAX RELIEF. WHEN YOU PLAY THE
TABLE GAMES, YOUR LOSSES WILL GO TO FEED MORE BLOATED STATE SPENDING. WHERE
DO YOU WANT YOUR MONEY TO GO?

I'M MARK MAREK WITH THIS WEEKS' OLDIES 1410 WLSH EDITORIAL.



