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LAST WEEK MANY FOLKS COULDN'T GET TO WORK BECAUSE OF THE SNOWSTORM. MANY
PRIVATE & SOME PUBLIC SECTOR EMPLOYEES WERE FORCED TO USE A VACATION DAY, SICK
DAY, OR PERSONAL DAY TO GET PAID. MANY HOURLY EMPLOYEES WHO DID NOT SHOW UP
DID NOT GET PAID. SUCH WAS NOT THE CASE WITH PA. STATE GOVERNMENT.

LAST WEEK, WHEN GOVERNOR ED RENDELL CLOSED STATE GOVERNMENT OFFICES, HE

ALLOWED 50,000 SO CALLED "NONESSENTIAL" EMPLOYEES TO TAKE THE DAY OFF & GET
PAID. THESE EMPLOYEES DID NOT HAVE TO BURN OFF ANY OF THEIR LIBERAL VACATION
TIME OR PERSONAL DAYS. THAT HAS FOLKS IN THE PRIVATE SECTOR CRYING FOUL.

THE HARRISBURG PATRIOT NEWS REPORTS RENDELL ADMINISTRATION HACKS SAY A
MANAGEMENT DIRECTIVE REQUIRES EMPLOYEES TO BE PAID IF A STATE OFFICE IS CLOSED.
RENDELL PRESS SECRETARY GARY TUMA WAS QUOTED "WHEN EMPLOYEES ARE UNABLE
TO COME TO WORK AS A PUBLIC SAFETY ISSUE, THEN IT'S APPROPRIATE THAT THEY NOT
LOSE A DAY'S PAY FOR THAT".

TUMA COULD NOT PROVIDE THE PATRIOT NEWS THE COST TO TAXPAYERS OF GIVING THE
DAY OFF TO ABOUT 60% OF STATE WORKERS IN POSITIONS DEEMED NOT ESSENTIAL TO
PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY. USING SALARY DATA IN THE '09 GOVERNOR'S ANNUAL WORK
FORCE REPORT, THE PATRIOT NEWS ESTIMATES THE COST TO TAXPAYERS AT AROUND
$8.3 MILLION.

MATT BROUILETTE, PRESIDENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH FOUNDATION, SAYS DECISIONS
LIKE THIS, TO PAY PEOPLE FOR NOT WORKING, IS JUST 1 EXAMPLE WHY PA. RUNS BUDGET
DEFICITS WHILE HAVING 1 OF THE HIGHEST TAX BURDENS IN THE NATION. BROUILETTE
ADDS IS THERE ANY WONDER WHY CITIZENS DON'T TRUST GOVERNMENT TO SPEND THEIR
MONEY WISELY.

THE COMMONWEALTH FOUNDATION SAYS SINCE FAST EDDIE TOOK OFFICE IN '03, PA.'S
BURDEN OF STATE & LOCAL TAXES INCREASED FROM THE 17TH HEAVIEST IN THE NATION
TO THE 11TH. THE STATE DEBT INCREASED BY $18 BILLION TO $41 BILLION. PA.'S RATE OF
JOB GROWTH IS AMONG THE WORST IN THE NATION.

FAST EDDIE'S HANDLING OF STATE WORKERS IS ABOUT AS CONSISTENT AS A GOOD CASE
OF THE "RUNS". HE GIVES STATE WORKERS AN ESTIMATED $8.3 MILLION IN PAY FOR NO
WORK. BUT, LAST SUMMER, EDDIE WITHHELD PAYCHECKS FROM STATE WORKERS DUE

TO THE BUDGET IMPASSE. STATE WORKERS WENT TO THEIR JOBS, DID THE WORK, & DON'T
GET PAID, EVEN THOUGH THERE WAS MONEY AVAILABLE. AFTER WAITING WEEKS FOR THEIR
MONEY STATE WORKERS DIDN'T EVEN GET INTEREST ON THEIR LATE-ARRIVING PAYCHECK.
YET, THE STATE ACCUMULATED INTEREST WHILE STATE WORKERS PAY SAT IN THE BANK.



CONSIDER WHAT FAST EDDIE DID LAST WEEK. HE GIVES STATE WORKERS A DAY OFF WITH
PAY AT AN ESTIMATED COST OF $8.3 MILLION. AND THEN HE HITS US WITH A BOGUS BUDGET
ADDRESS THAT INCLUDES EXPANDING THE STATE SALES TAX BY ELIMINATING OVER 70 SALES
TAX EMEMPTIONS. HE WANTS TO EXTEND THE STATE TAX TO COVER CIGARS & SMOKELESS
TOBACCO. HE WANTS AN NEW SEVERANCE TAX ON NATURAL GAS PRODUCTION. HE WANTS
TO ELIMINATE A 1% INCENTIVE FOR RETAILERS IF THEY SUBMIT SALES TAX MONEY ON TIME.
FAST EDDIE--AS CONSISTENT AS A GOOD CASE OF THE RUNS!

I'M MARK MAREK WITH THIS WEEK'S OLDIES 1410 WLSH EDITORIAL.



