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WHEN DAVE ARGALL ANNOUNCED HE'S RUNNING FOR CONGRESS, DAVE SET HIMSELF UP FOR
HIS 3RD MAJOR ELECTION BATTLE IN 3 YEARS. CAN DAVE GO 3 FOR 3 & KEEP HIS DECADES-
LONG PERFECT RECORD AT THE POLLS INTACT?

MANY WERE SURPRISED WHEN DAVE ARGALL ANNOUNCED HE WANTS TO TAKE ON LONG-
TIME INCUMBENT TIM HOLDEN. AFTER ROMPING TO RE-ELECTION VICTORIES IN THE STATE
HOUSE ON '06 & '08, DAVE DEFEATED SCHUYLKILL COUNTY'S POPULAR CLERK OF COURTS,
DEMOCRAT STEVE LUKACH, FOR THE LATE JIM RHOADES SENATE SEAT LAST YEAR. DAVE

IS NOW SITTING PRETTY IN THE STATE SENATE WITH RE-ELECTION EVERY 4 YEARS INSTEAD
OF EVERY 2. WHY RUN FOR CONGRESS & REGRESS BACK TO A 2 YEAR ELECTION CYCLE?

THERE'S NO QUESTION REPUBLICAN POWERBROKERS HAVE BEEN COURTING DAVE TO
RUN. MANY FEEL DAVE IS THE ONLY REPUBLICAN WITH A SHOT AT KNOCKING OFF HOLDEN,
WHO HAS HELD THAT SEAT SINCE 1992. PREVIOUS GOP CHALLENGERS MADE TOKEN
EFFORTS TO UNSEAT HOLDEN. MOST IGNORED STRONG CAMPAIGNING ON HOLDEN'S HOME
TURF OF SCHUYLKILL COUNTY. IF IT COMES DOWN TO ARGALL VS HOLDEN IN NOVEMBER,
SCHUYLKILL WILL BE THE BATTLEGROUND & DECIDING FACTOR IN THE ELECTION.

BEFORE NOVEMBER, DAVE ARGALL MUST RAISE MONEY & GET BY A PRIMARY OPPONENT.
45 YEAR OLD JOSH FIRST OF THE HARRISBURG AREA WHO OPERATES AN ENVIRONMENTAL
CONSULTING FIRM INDICATES HE WILL STAY IN THE RACE. IT'S SPECULATED HOLDEN MAY
HAVE A PRIMARY CHALLENGE FROM SHEILA DOW-FORD, A FORMER PHEAA COUNSEL.

IF ARGALL & HOLDEN SQUARE OFF IN NOVEMBER, EXPECT THE RACE TO GET DOWN &
DIRTY & FOCUSED IN SCHUYLKILL COUNTY. SCHUYLKILL MAKES UP ABOUT 22% OF THE
17TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT WHICH ALSO COVERS ALL OF LEBANON, & DAUPHIN
PLUS PARTS OF BERKS & PERRY COUNTIES. DON'T EXPECT PARTY LEADERS TO BE NICE &
DAINTY EVEN THOUGH BOTH CANDIDATES HAVE BEEN CORDIAL TOWARDS EACH OTHER
DOWN THROUGH THE YEARS. DEMOCRATS ARE ALREADY PUTTING ARGALL AT GROUND
ZERO OF THE 05 HARRISBURG PAY RAISE FIASCO. REPUBLICANS ARE LINKING HOLDEN

TO WASHINGTON'S UNPOPULAR HEALTHCARE REFORM FIASCO.

A WILDCARD IN NOVEMBER CAN BE 54 YEAR OLD INDEPENDENT CANDIDATE DICK MASE
FROM THE LEBANON AREA. DICK CAN SIPHON OFF ANTI-HOLDEN VOTES ARGALL MIGHT
GET & ALSO SIPHON OFF ANTI-ARGALL VOTES HOLDEN MIGHT GET. BUT, IT WILL ALL BOIL
DOWN TO SCHUYLKILL COUNTY.

WHAT WOULD THE IMPACT OF NOVEMBER'S ELECTION BE? A LOSS FOR ARGALL WOULD BE
HIS 1ST SINCE SUCCEEDING THE LATE BILL KLINGAMAN IN THE STATE HOUSE. HE WOULD
STILL BE A STATE SENATOR & COULD BE CONSIDERED VULNERABLE & BEATABLE WHEN
UP FOR RE-ELECTION IN 2012. BUT, WITH A REPUBLICAN TAKING TED KENNEDY'S SENATE



SEAT IN THE DEMOCRAT-STRONGHOLD OF MASSACHUSETTS, MANY NOW FEEL DAVE HAS
A BETTER THAN EVEN CHANCE OF KNOCKING OFF HOLDEN IF HE APPEALS TO FISCAL
CONSERVATIVES UPSET WITH THE NATION'S ECONOMY & THE HEALTHCARE DEBATE.

DAVE ARGALL VS TIM HOLDEN IN NOVEMBER--IT WOULD MAKE A GREAT & HIGHLY-WATCHED
POLITICAL MATCHUP.

I'M MARK MAREK WITH THIS WEEK'S OLDIES 1410 WLSH EDITORIAL.



