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This editorial aired on Oldies 1410 WLSH on Wednesd ay, January 20 and Thursday, January 21  
 

This week’s WLSH editorial is a rebuttal to our editorial from last week.  Mickey 
Angst responds to last week’s editorial … 
 
This is Mickey Angst with a reply to a recent Mark Marek editorial attacking my 
integrity and questioning my sincere interest in improving education at Panther 
Valley. 
 
I want to thank the WLSH management for giving me this opportunity.  I also 
want to thank the many who have contacted me and offered their support.  You 
can help best by just cooling off as I have done.  Forgive Mark … being ever 
mindful of his recent loss and the threats being made to me and to WLSH. 
 
Much of what Mark addressed needs little by way of rebuttal.  My position on the 
need for transparency and obeying the sunshine law are well known.  After two 
years of frequent violations of that law during the presidency of Ron Slivka, in just 
two months our new president has brought us into compliance.  I congratulated 
Jeff Markovich at our last meeting, but as is frequently the case, that went 
unreported. 
 
There is now no need for lawsuits by me or anyone else.  As to the PSBA code 
of ethics, I know it well.  I voted for it.  But, it does allow for challenges to those 
who break the law or are less than forthright.  Any P.V. employee who believes I 
have violated their contract can bring action.  None have after they were 
reminded I can request a full hearing. 
 
Team play has rules and referees.  The bottom line is I don’t want (to be) on a 
team that requires law breaking or too much secrecy.  I’m hopeful - now that we 
have a new president and two new board members. 
 
As to my being less than candid regarding the County’s lawsuit and support of 
the County’s position … during my successful efforts to have myself removed as 



a defendant I said I welcomed the suit, and support the County’s position.  But, 
not for the reasons Dave Hiles gives and Mark parrots.  My family pays taxes too.  
I welcome the lawsuit, because, once and for all, I believe it will put an end to our 
partnership with Portnoff.  My goal is to convince my fellow school directors to 
seek a compromise.  Battling the County in court costs both the County and P.V. 
taxpayers.  If the suit moves ahead and the County wins … we should sue 
Portnoff. 
 
Now, to the current issue, and the increase in the threats to me and WLSH.  
These threats increased when I hinted (that) Principal George Gillespie’s 
resignation allegedly was forced.  It was near Christmas and I felt it was 
George’s call.  I wished that matter had ended there, but supporters of hiring Dr. 
Mauro would not let it rest.  To the best of my knowledge, George did not do 
anything dishonest, unlawful or immoral. When talks began about firing George 
some months ago, I warned, it is extremely difficult to fire an educator and the 
district had better pile up lots more evidence than some discretionary problems.  
After all, we do have disciplinarians and a superintendent.  Then, out of the blue, 
came his written resignation, which, for a time, was hidden from me.  It’s 
acceptance was delayed.  The horror stories that Mark tries to attribute to me 
increased.   
Unfortunately, my research uncovered a truly horrible situation.  Over the last two 
months, there have been at least three incidents of very bad misbehavior on the 
part of some high school students.  At least two are being investigated by the 
Police.  A third, an incident on a bus returning from Pine Grove, should be 
reported to the Police, if it has not already been reported. 
 
I feel it is my duty to see that our school officials handle these incidents properly.  
I look forward to working with Dr. Mauro on this, even though his hiring 
undermines the superintendent.  It makes it look like Mrs. Porembo can’t handle 
the job and we had to seek help from her former boss.   
 
As to my contribution to improving education at P.V. – I’m proud of my record.  
I’m among the leaders in attending education committee meetings.  I can’t recall 
my critic … Mark’s friend Dave Hiles, attending one single education committee 
meeting in the two years I’ve been on the board.  I’ve read the latest books on 
education.  I’ve just finished Tony Wagner’s, “The Global Achievement Gap”. 
 
Frankly, much is going on to improve education at P.V., but, it goes unreported.  I 
look for improvement in this area under (the) new board president and with the 
two new board members, Irene Ginther and Koreen Nalesnik.  Both are 
educators.  Like me, Irene is retired and has the time to get involved.  I’m sure 
she will attend education committee meetings. 
 
Right now, I’m participating in the interviews with principal applicants.  We will do 
our best to help select the best person available.  I’m encouraged by the quality 
of the applicants.   



 
I look forward to working with Mr. Markovick and others to get P.V. on the right 
track, not at whatever cost it takes, but, at a cost P.V. taxpayers can afford in 
these hard times. 
 


